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5 FACTS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW ABOUT THE 

Boston Tea Party 
by Bruce Richardson I Photo Courtesy of the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum 

ecember 16 marks the 
anniversary of one of 
the most iconic events in 

American history. On that night 
in 1773, 150 men tossed 342 
chests of tea into Boston Harbor, 
and a revolut ion began to brew. 

Here is a bit of trivia about the 
Boston Tea Party you might have 
missed in American History class. 

All the tea aboard the three 
East India ships in Boston 
Harbor came from China rather 
than India. 

The British East India Com
pany t ransported great amounts 
of Chinese teas from the port of 
Can ton to their London warehouses. From there, the tea 
was shipped to the American colonies. India and Ceylon 
had no tea gardens during the 18th century. 

Twenty percent of the tea tossed overboard was 
green tea. 

Hyson and singlo were the two types of Chinese 
green tea tossed into Boston Harbor. English and Ameri
can consumers drank both green teas from the time tea 
first appeared in London coffee houses in 1657. 

The East India Company was the first company 
deemed "too big to fail." 

Elizabeth I issued the charter for the East India 
Company in 1600, granting the corporation a monopoly 
on all imports and trade from the areas east of Africa. In 
exchange, as much as 6% of Parliament's annual budget 
came from commissions received from the sale of East 
India goods. 

Unfortunately for King George III, his taxes on goods 
imported in to the colonies led to widespread smug
gling-and declining revenue for both the East India 
Company and Parliament. By 1772, the company's ware
houses of tea were spoiling, and it teetered on the brink 
of failure. 

The East India Company pleaded its case that the 
Brit ish economy would come crashing down if the com
pany was allowed to fail. Parliament granted a reprieve in 
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1773, allowing the opportunity to 
ship 544,000 pounds of aging tea 
to the colonies with no commis
sion paid. The scheme was a clear
ance sale designed to save the first 
company deemed "too big to fail." 

Bost on was one of four 
American cities where tea parties 
occurred. 

On September 27, 1773, 
seven ships laden with 2,000 
chests of East India Company tea 
left London. Four were heading 
to Boston, while the other three 
were destined for New York, 
Philadelphia, and Charleston. 
Three ships (the Dartmouth, the 

Eleanor, and the Beaver) docked in Boston two months 
later, while one Boston-bound ship, the William, was lost 
in a gale off Cape Cod. 

The Polly landed in Philadelphia on Christmas Eve 
and was turned around, fully laden, for a return voyage 
to London. The chests of tea aboard the ship London were 
off-loaded in Charleston and held in the damp basement 
of the Customs House where the tea quickly spoiled. The 
Nancy was blown off course and finally arrived in New 
York in April1774 where it was met by fierce resistance. 
That ship, too, headed back to London with its cargo of 
tea still aboard. 

The tea rebellion in Boston was not or iginally 
called a "tea par t y." 

The rebellious act of tossing tea into Boston Harbor 
would not be called a "tea party" untill829 when the 
Providence Patriot reported the death of a 97-year-old 
resident Nicholas Campbell. According to the reporter, 
Campbell "was one of the ever memorable Boston Tea 
Party, who committed one of the first acts of resistance 
to British oppression." 

Contributing editor Bruce Richardson also serves as Tea 
Master for the Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum. He and 
Jane Pettigrew are authors of A Social History of Tea. 
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