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Louis, right on the water.

And there’s goings on elsewhere. The :
new Revere Hotel in the theatre district :
opened this year on the anniversary of - :
patriot Paul Revere’s horseback Midnight :
Ride in April 1775 to warn gathering rebels : |
that Crown troops were marching upon :
them. Despite legend, he never actually :
yelled “The British are coming”, but none- :

theless these events spawned the USA.

The Revere Hotel’s contemporary style
isn’t as revolutionary but it is swish. And it :
makes a perfect base for walking the Free- :

dom Trail around the handsome red-brick
buildings representing Boston’s fascinat-
ingrebel history. :

The trail begins at Boston Common

witches), one of a series of verdant parks
Necklace. Another of these green swaths
(MFA) and the Isabella Stewart Gardner

Museum, which haven't been idle during
Boston’s cultural renaissance either.

The superb MFA, with its 53-gallery Art :

of the Americas wing open since 2010,
is vast, while the Gardner’s is an eccentric
private collection in an old mansion
cramming Chinese antiquities, Titians,

Rembrandts, Sargents and tapestries

around a Roman courtyard, adjacent to an
incongruous but exuberant new wing built

entirely in glass.
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wasteland as the development grows, but :
to me, crumbly bits help frame edgy :
debutantessuch asthe Institute of Contem- :
porary Art or the new branch of Boston’s. :
quintessential high-end fashion store, :

WA

: Be warned — a long weekend isn't
: enough time to spend here. I wanted to eat
(where in fine tradition they used to hang :

at the Union Oyster House, serving shell-

fish since 1826, including to one of
exquisitely known as the city’s Emerald :

Massachusetts’s favourite sons — John F.

Kennedy —but I had to gostraight tojail.
backs onto the Museum of Fine Arts :

: prison. Ifollowed inthereluctantfootsteps :
: of the Boston Strangler, the civil rights :
: rebel Malcolm X, and several suffragettes
: in spending the night within its Victorian
. granite walls. Unlike them, I was able to :
i walk the original guards’ catwalks around :
: thespectacularatriumbar. :
In one swoop this innovative throwback :
¢ embodied Boston’s blend of old, new and :
i quirky to cap my thrilling rediscovery of a :

: grand city I'd thought dull—no more.

: The Boston waterfront,

: top; Joanna Walters

: throws a replica tea chest

: overboard in a Boston

: Tea Party re-enactment,

i farleft, and, left, a replica =
Unlike its name, the Liberty Hotel in the
: historic Beacon Hill district used to be a

tea ship; above, the

: houses on Beacon Hill

Adamslaunched Trade (540
: Atlantic Avenue; 001617 451

: for pizza-styleflatbreads
¢ (E10).Mains witha twist
: include seafood stewin
: Cambodianbroth(£16).

: LydiaShire’sinresidence
i attherestaurantScampo
: (Italianforescape; seared
: Atlantic salmon with campari, £19)

i attheLiberty Hotelthat mixes luxury
: with originalfeatures,including barred

1 doors (0016172244000, 215 Charles

: Street, libertyhotel.com).rooms from £215.

: Wheretoeat -
: Celebrity femalechef-entrepreneursare
: creatingabuzzinBoston —especially on
: thewaterfront Barbara Lynch,fromtough
: SouthBoston, hasopenedthree
: establishments nearthe harbour. There's
: acclaimed haute cuisine at French-ltalian
: Menton (354 Congress Street: 001617 737
> i 0099, mentonboston.com)wherea
: four-course prix-fixe mealcosts £63ora
" i seven-coursechefstastingmenuis £100.

Convivial ltalianesgue lunch-counter

: Sportello (0016177371234, sportellobos-
¢ ton.com)hasagrilled octopus starter with
grapefruit, radishand turnip for £9, mains

¢ from£16.Iltand atrendy basement cocktail

bar Drink (0016176951806, drinkfortpoint.
com)areat 348 Congress Street.
Localrestaurateur Jody

1234, trade-boston.com)
thisyear,drawing crowds

Prominentlocal chef

For super-fresh local seafood, feast

¢ onlobster(from£1850)and clam chowder
i atthenew Legal Harbourside restaurant
: (270 Northern Avenue; 0016174772900,

: |legalseafoods.com), near Louis Boston

¢ fashionemporium (60 Northern Avenue;
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001617 2626100, louisboston.com).

Wheretostay

The newest hotelis the chic Revere, below,
(200 Stuart Street; 001617 4821800,
reverehotel.com), with roomsfrom£186.
Theimposing, mirrored-glass
InterContinental (510 Atlantic Avenue; 001
6177471000, intercontinentalboston.com)
was the pioneer hotel when the waterfront
beganredeveloping. ltoverlooks the
harbour andthe Rose Kennedy Greenway.
named after JEK'smother. Roomscost
from£170anight. !

Whattosee

TheBoston Tea Party Shipsand

Museum (306, Congress Street; 001

6173381773, bostonteapartyship.

com)costs £18foranadult

, ticketClearadayforthe

Institute of Contemporary
Art(100ONorthern
Avenue; 001617478
3100, icaboston.org)

» and the [sabella Stewart

Gardner Museum

(280 The Fenway;

0016172785156,

” gardnermuseum.org)and

4 Museumof Fine Arts (Avenue
ofthe Arts; 001617 2679300,

mfa.org).

Howtogetthere

Virgin Atlantic (0844 2092770, virgin
atlanticcom)flies daily to Boston from
Heathrow. Fares start at £583.39including
taxes.

Moreinformation
discoveramerica.com
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