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REVOLUTIONARY ANNIVERSARY

THOUSANDS RING IN BOSTON TEA PARTY’S 250TH BIRTHDAY

The Red Coats arrive as Boston celebrates the 250th
anniversary of the Boston Tea Party on Saturday.

By Lance Reynolds
lreynolds@bostonherald.com

A grand spectacle un-
folded on the Boston Har-
bor Saturday night.

Hundreds of reenactors
from around the country,
dressed up in colonist garb,
boarded a tall ship and de-
stroyed more than 2,000
pounds of British tea into
the waters. The thousands
gathered to watch the the-
atrical scene went crazy in
applause.

Exactly 250 years to the
date, the Boston Tea Party
came back to life for one af-
ternoon into the night.

Matthew Solander, of
Quincy, dressed up in a
gray colonial garb as one
of the reenactors to board
the chilly ship. He called the
role an honor and said that
these kinds of events are
essential to the public’s un-
derstanding of the country.

“We should remember
our history as a nation.
Those who forget history
are doomed to repeat it,”
Solander told the Herald
outside the Old South Meet-
ing House. “Doing stuff like
this helps the public re-
member how we were born
with privilege.”

Though life is a lot dif-
ferent than it was back
then when colonists pro-
tested taxation without
representation, organizers
say aspects from the his-
toric rally are as applica-
ble as ever before.

“The biggest thing is the
impact an ordinary citi-
zen can make on the grand

scale,” said Evan O’Brien,
creative manager at Bos-
ton Tea Party Ships & Mu-
seum. “It was ordinary peo-
ple supposedly, not neces-
sarily of the upper class;
but people that had ordi-
nary trades that did an
extraordinary thing, and
they’re worthy of that rec-
ognition.”

Shawn Ford, executive
director of the Boston Tea
Party Ships & Museum,
echoed that point.

“Who of us today would
be willing to throw our live-
lihood, our families, our for-
tunes at property out the
window, based on an idea
that had a 100% chance of
failure,” Ford told the Her-
ald last month. “People to-
day don’t always understand
the significance of what hap-
pened 250 years ago.”

The Old South Meeting
House, Downtown Cross-
ing, Harborwalk and Fa-
neuil Hall were flooded Sat-
urday with Bostonians and
those visiting to commem-
orate the occasion. Presen-
tations, retrospectives and
arolling rally all took place
prior to the reenactment on
at the waterfront.

Organizers received 250
pounds of loose tea from
London’s East India Com-
pany — the same company
that supplied to the Sons
of Liberty on Dec.16, 1773
— and 2,000 pounds from
7,000 individual submis-
sions that came in from
around the world.

The Boston Tea Party
had nothing to do with
taxation or tea, but rather
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Rebels dump tea into the harbor as Boston celebrates the 250th anniversary of the Boston Tea Party on Saturday.

had everything to do with
representation, Ford said.
Without the Tea Party oc-
curring and ordinary
citizens making their oppo-
sition towards the British
known, he said, who knows
what present-day “America”
would look like?

“It’s a reminder for all
of us, not just here in the
United States but all over
the world, that democracy
is in action: Doing what’s
right, no matter the odds,
for our friends, our fam-
ilies, our homes, our fu-
ture,” Mayor Michelle Wu
said Friday at a news con-
ference previewing the
anniversary.

Hundreds of thousands
of dollars had already
been invested into mark-
ing the grand occasion by
early October, said Jona-
than Lane, executive di-
rector of Revolution 250,
a consortium of more than
70 Bay State organizations
working together on the
commemoration.

“This is the kind of
event when all is said and
done, if you tabulate it out,
all the work that has been
done all year long to pro-
mote this, it’s going to be

STAFF PHOTO BY STUART CAHILL — BOSTON HERALD

Drum and fife players outside the Old South Meeting House as Boston celebrated the
250th anniversary of the Boston Tea Party Saturday.

well over $1 million to do just this one event,” Lane told the Herald.
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