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not to miss 

THE250TH 
A IYERSARY 
OFTHE 
BOSTON 
TEA PARTY 

Story and photos 

S
am Adams does not look happy. 
Hestartsyellingata rather nicely 
attired gentleman, whom it ap­
pears the red-face<! Adams really 

does not like. A great debate ensues as 
various people stand and orate, and 
some plain just stnnd and yell. The annu­
al reenactment of the meeting on Dec.16, 
1m, at the Old South Meeting House in 
Boston's Downtown Crossing is a heated 
alfuir, indeed. 

This was the meeting that preceded 
the humorously named butinfamous act 
known as the Boston Tea Party, often 
cited as the event that kicked the Revolu­
tionary War into action. Well, at least 
nuc4;:ed ii. ll would be another 15 months 
before the first battle cm;ucd in earnest. 
Shutdown by the pandemic, 2022 saw 
the fin;t such reenactment slnc.-e 2019, 

and it rerurne<I somewhat changed. In 
this day and age, it is acknowledged be­
fore many l>'UCh performances play out 
u,at we stand on another's land. ~occu­
pied lands belonging to the Massachu­
setts, the Nipmuc and the \\!ampanoag,w 
it is solemnly noted nt the Old South 
Meeting House before the "performancew 
begins. 

'Here ye sons of liborty, 
spe_ak tonight' 

It is the British crown's latest tax, on 
tea no les.<: , thatcurrently stirs upthecol­
onists' growing rancor - the ire against 
the crown's list of taxes is long by now, 
ond many duties had been successfully 
repealed. But not the tea tax, which 
would bail out the once-mighty but now 

by Linda Laban 

foiling London-b.lsed East India Compa­
ny. 

For weeks, tl1e foteofthree East lndia 
Company schooners - the Beaver, the 
Eleanor and the Darlmoutl1, all moored 
andguarded on Griffin Wharf - has been 
discussed, the crown and thegovernor of 
Massachusetts demanding they be un­
loaded, the merchants ofBoston refusing 
lo allow such a thing. 

You can imagine it was a cold, frosty 
night that D~. 16 in tm. Not many peo­
ple ,vould be out and about in Boston. 
Apart from those gathering for that 
meetingat the Old South Meeting House, 
whose wooden pews arc packed with 
impassioned or worried faces. Much 
mumbling and grumbling ensues until 
the meeting is called to order by some 
bewigged follow seated hig)l up in a 
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galleried perch, for all to see and heed. 
"Here ye sons ofliberty, speak tonight,· 

commands the moderator. 

'Pe tty tyrants are in this town' 

Besides Sam Adams, also present and 
equally inocnsed is Henry Knox, a member 
of the Boston Grenadier Corps militia; 
Judge Samuel P. SavageofWeston, a mer­
chant who would go on to become a mem• 
ber of the Massachusetts Board of War; 
and James Otis Jr., a loyalist by birth but 
now a revered figure of dissent following 
his s~hes on constitutional rights, 
(Otis, his quick mind eventually dissolved 
into mental illness, does not live to see 
much of the republJc he Is shaping.) 

EbcnC1.cr Macintosh, a shoemaker who 
fought in the British annyat Fort Ticonder­
oga in 1758, Is here, protesting taxes once 
again. Josiah Quincy is here and seems to 
have a oool head among many who do not. 
James Lovell, a Boston Lalin schoolte3cll­
er who had spoken publicly and at length 
against the Boston Massacre two years 
earlier, is here, as is his close friend Dr.Jo. 
seph \'\'arren. In less than two years, with­
in days of the Banle of Bunker Hill in June 
ms, Lo\-ell is anested and imprisoned by 
the crown; Warren is dead on the battle­
field. 

Phillis Wheatley is here and speaks. Al­
though well known at the time for her po­
etry both in thecolonies and in England, it 
isdoubtful a woman, let alone a Black per• 
son, emancipated just a few months earli­
er, had a voice. 

Susannah Copley, whose rather, Rich• 
ard Clarke, worked for the despised East 
India Company, speaks. Even Susannah, a 
white woman from a wealthy family and 
the wife of noted painter John Singleton 
Copley, would not have had a voice in 1773. 
1"he addition of women and also an en­
slaved rnan, and even having audience 
members speak in opposite gender roles -
one man is Abigail Adams, a girl is James 
Otis. Jr. - plays with historical fact for in-
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Though it's unlikely Phillis Wheatley 
spoke In 1773, the poet Is given a 
voice in t his century. LINDA LABAN 

clusivity. 
One thing that has changed little: the 

poHtJcal dMde: When aTory S\tggestS the 
Patriots are CTi minals, he is soon shot 
down, but only by big boos. 

"Remove the Dartmouth," someone is 
suggesting. Though who knows to where, 
and what of the other two ships? 

"Petty tyrants are ln this town,~ yeU~ 
someone who probably means thecrown's 
men - very probably. 

'Taxes should to go to the oolonics, not 
the crown,- bellov.'S someone. 

"Treasonr yells a loyalist in disgust. 
"Tuxntion v.ithout representation is 

tyranny; shouts a colonist, most eloquent­
ly. It may or not have been James Otis Jr., 
who is credited widelyas saying the perti­
nent sentence, simply because he wrote so 
many such rousing epithets. 

Criesof'1m:a.ah!" are matched by much 
stamping offeet - oh, it's an impassioned 
lot here tonight. There can be no agree­
ment in this room on this foteful night. 

As tempers rise, ~-eral men - first and 
foremost among them is Sam Adams -
suddenly storm out and leave In a huff. 
Soon there will be shouts outside - some­
thing is going on. Men arc heading to Grif­
fin Wharf! 

A night to remember 

In 1773, Griffin Wharf would ha\'e been 

nearer to the Old South Meeting House. 
This once-bustling center of commeroe 
was lost to landlill during the city's expan­
sion th.rough the 19th century. In the1920s, 
a plaque was erected at Congress and Pur­
chase streets noting its significance as the 
place where the Boston Tea Party took 
plooe. 

Back in 1773, with the meeting ad­
journed, the actions of that historic night 
then shifled to the harbor. Forthe reenact• 
ment, the Boston Tea Party Ships & Mu­
seum, located on the Congress Street 
Bridge, not fur from where Griffin's Wharf 
once stood, is a good stand-in. RepUcas of 
the Bc~r, Dartmouth and Eleanor are 
moored at the museum. Some have tea 
chests in thelr cargo holds. 

Now, tea was not the mass-produced 
cheap commodity as it ls today. Il was ex­
pensive and three ships laden with tea 
amounted to quite a treasure chest. 
Dumping that lot in the harbor was an un­
thinkable act then - now, what they did 
seems rather humorous and hardly trea­
sonous. But it was an attack on personal 
property - the property of a crown ally, 
too. 

Though dumping anything in the pre­
cious harbor waters is not to be cn=­
aged, the Tea Party Museum joins the re­
enactment with a OCJemonious l.Qa dump­
ing into the water each year. On Sept. ZT, 
the very day the ships laden with tea set 
sail from England for Boston in 1773, the 
East India Company - whichstiU exists -
hcld a press confere~ in London mark­
ing the 250th anniversary with a new car• 
go of tea, which was sent to Boston and 
will be dumped this Dec. 16. 

This year, the drum and fife parade 
from the Old South Meeting House to the 
museum resumes. But the actual act in 
1773 would have been quite different. For 
one thing. due to the seriousness of the 
crime against private property- the East 
India company's tea cargo - there would 
have been no such fanfare. Even Sam Ad­
ams and his motley crew sought to hide 
their identity and dressed up as Mohawk 
Indians. 

But where on a minute's notice did Ad· 
runs find such costumes? The local open­
all-night Halloween costume store? Per­
haps Adams planned thls well in advance 
and the protagonists had their disguises 
stashed, ready for their antics. 

It is indeed a night to remember and 
what a thrill to be sitting in the very places 
where the debate took place, watching 
Sam Adams and his angry supporters 
!."lonn off'- we know where they are going: 
off to the harbor to make mischief with 
some tea! 

F'or mol'I! in{onnotion on oU eve,1tso11d 
for tickets, go to revoi11rio110,yspaces.org. 
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